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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 146 


[Abstract:] Answer to Director’s inquiry as to diameter of 5 ct piece. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Engraver’s Department, 
May 21, 1887 


Sir 


In answer to inquiry regarding the size of the Five Cent nickel coin, I would respectfully 
say that my instructions were all verbal. The late Superintendent Col. Snowden being at the time 
this coin was first executed confined to his house by sickness. His desire I well remember, was to 
make this piece twenty two Mille Meters, but this size he said was considered too large. My 
instructions were twenty one M.M. full. As this did not definitely give the diameter I made 
several planchets and 21 10/50 M.M. was the one selected by the Superintendent and my 
instructions were to make the coin that size. I had no knowledge of any letter of the Directors 
with the Secretary of the Treasury’s approval of this coin and defining the size to be 21 M.M. 
Although it would have made no difference in my action had I known of this letter, as I could not 
be expected to know what other correspondence might have taken place giving the 
Superintendent license as to size. Had I had any voice in the matter I would have made the coin a 
good English measure understandable to the whole United States and not have adopted any 
French system, any more than I would thrust in a French word when a good Anglo Saxon one 
would express to all of our language first what I might wish to be understood. 


Very respectfully, 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver. 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


